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Res3luti3n ad3pted by the General Assembly

["n the rep"rt "f the Third C"mmittee (A/65/448)]

65/186. Realizing the Millennium Devel3pment G3als f3r pers3ns 

with disabilities t3wards 2015 and bey3nd

The General Assembly,

Recalling the W)rld Pr)gramme )f Acti)n c)ncerning Disabled Pers)ns,1 the 
Standard Rules )n the Equalizati)n )f Opp)rtunities f)r Pers)ns with Disabilities2

and the C)nventi)n )n the Rights )f Pers)ns with Disabilities, 3 in which pers)ns 
with disabilities are rec)gnized as b)th devel)pment agents and beneficiaries in all 
aspects )f devel)pment,

Recalling als" its previ)us res)luti)ns )n the internati)nally agreed 
devel)pment g)als, including the Millennium Devel)pment G)als, in which it 
rec)gnized the c)llective resp)nsibility )f G)vernments t) uph)ld the principles )f 
human dignity, equality and equity at the gl)bal level, and stressing the duty )f 
Member States t) achieve greater Xustice and equality f)r all, in particular pers)ns 
with disabilities,

Reaffirming its previ)us res)luti)ns, in particular res)luti)n 64/131 )f 
18 December 2009 )n realizing the Millennium Devel)pment G)als f)r pers)ns 
with disabilities and res)luti)n 63/150 )f 18 December 2008 )n realizing the 
Millennium Devel)pment G)als f)r pers)ns with disabilities thr)ugh the 
implementati)n )f the W)rld Pr)gramme )f Acti)n c)ncerning Disabled Pers)ns 
and the C)nventi)n )n the Rights )f Pers)ns with Disabilities,

Enc"uraged by the )utc)me d)cument )f the High-level Plenary Meeting )f the 
General Assembly )n the Millennium Devel)pment G)als,4 which calls f)r enhanced 
and c)ncrete eff)rts t) realize the G)als f)r all, including pers)ns with disabilities,

Gravely c"ncerned that pers)ns with disabilities are )ften subXect t) multiple 
)r aggravated f)rms )f discriminati)n and are still largely invisible in the 
implementati)n, m)nit)ring and evaluati)n )f the Millennium Devel)pment G)als,

_______________

1 A/37/351/Add.1 and C)rr.1, annex, sect. VIII, rec)mmendati)n 1 (IV).
2 Res)luti)n 48/96, annex.
3 Res)luti)n 61/106, annex I.
4 See res)luti)n 65/1.
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Affirming that a r)le )f the C)nventi)n )n the Rights )f Pers)ns with 
Disabilities, which is b)th a human rights treaty and a devel)pment t))l, is t) 
pr)vide an )pp)rtunity t) strengthen the p)licies related t) the implementati)n )f 
the Millennium Devel)pment G)als, thereby c)ntributing t) the realizati)n )f a 
“s)ciety f)r all” in the twenty-first century,

Affirming als" that the W)rld Pr)gramme )f Acti)n and the Standard Rules
enhance the p)licies related t) the realizati)n )f the Millennium Devel)pment G)als,

N"ting that pers)ns with disabilities make up an estimated 10 per cent )f the 
w)rld’s p)pulati)n, )f wh)m 80 per cent live in devel)ping c)untries, and 
rec)gnizing the imp)rtance )f internati)nal c))perati)n and its pr)m)ti)n in supp)rt 
)f nati)nal eff)rts, in particular f)r devel)ping c)untries,

C"ncerned that the lack )f data and inf)rmati)n )n disability and the situati)n )f 
pers)ns with disabilities at the nati)nal level c)ntributes t) the invisibility )f pers)ns 
with disabilities in )fficial statistics, presenting an )bstacle t) achieving devel)pment 
planning and implementati)n that is inclusive )f pers)ns with disabilities,

1. Takes n"te with appreciati"n )f the rep)rt )f the Secretary-General 
entitled “Keeping the pr)mise: realizing the Millennium Devel)pment G)als f)r 
pers)ns with disabilities t)wards 2015 and bey)nd”,5 and )f the rec)mmendati)ns 
c)ntained therein, and n)tes that the rep)rt c)ntains )pti)ns t) update the W)rld 
Pr)gramme )f Acti)n c)ncerning Disabled Pers)ns;1

2. N"tes that the C)nventi)n )n the Rights )f Pers)ns with Disabilities3

emphasizes the imp)rtance )f internati)nal c))perati)n f)r impr)ving the living 
c)nditi)ns )f pers)ns with disabilities in every c)untry, particularly in devel)ping 
c)untries; 

3. Als" n"tes that the C)nventi)n )n the Rights )f Pers)ns with Disabilities
pr)vides c)mprehensive c)verage )f the civil, p)litical, ec)n)mic, s)cial and 
cultural rights )f pers)ns with disabilities;

4. Welc"mes the )utc)me d)cument )f the High-level Plenary Meeting )f the 
General Assembly, entitled “Keeping the pr)mise: united t) achieve the Millennium 
Devel)pment G)als”,4 particularly the rec)gniti)n that p)licies and acti)ns must als) 
f)cus )n pers)ns with disabilities s) that they benefit fr)m pr)gress t)wards 
achieving the Millennium Devel)pment G)als;

5. Urges Member States, and invites internati)nal )rganizati)ns and 
regi)nal )rganizati)ns, regi)nal integrati)n )rganizati)ns, financial instituti)ns, the 
private sect)r and civil s)ciety, in particular )rganizati)ns representing pers)ns with 
disabilities, as appr)priate, t) pr)m)te the realizati)n )f the Millennium 
Devel)pment G)als f)r pers)ns with disabilities by, inter alia, explicitly including 
and mainstreaming disability issues and pers)ns with disabilities in nati)nal plans 
and t))ls designed t) c)ntribute t) the full realizati)n )f the G)als;

6. Urges the United Nati)ns system t) make a c)ncerted eff)rt t) integrate 
disability issues int) its w)rk, and in this regard enc)urages the Inter-Agency 
Supp)rt Gr)up )n the C)nventi)n )n the Rights )f Pers)ns with Disabilities t) 
c)ntinue w)rking t) ensure that devel)pment pr)grammes, including Millennium 
Devel)pment G)als p)licies, pr)cesses and mechanisms, are inclusive )f and 
accessible t) pers)ns with disabilities;

_______________

5 A/65/173.
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7. Enc"urages Member States t) ensure that their internati)nal c))perati)n, 
including thr)ugh internati)nal devel)pment pr)grammes, is inclusive )f and 
accessible t) pers)ns with disabilities;

8. Calls up"n G)vernments and United Nati)ns b)dies and agencies t)
include disability issues and pers)ns with disabilities in reviewing pr)gress t)wards 
achieving the Millennium Devel)pment G)als and t) step up eff)rts t) include in 
their assessment the extent t) which pers)ns with disabilities are able t) benefit 
fr)m eff)rts t) achieve the G)als; 

9. Calls up"n G)vernments t) enable pers)ns with disabilities t) participate 
as agents and beneficiaries )f devel)pment, in particular in all eff)rts aimed at 
achieving the Millennium Devel)pment G)als, by ensuring that pr)grammes and 
p)licies, namely )n eradicating extreme p)verty and hunger, achieving universal 
primary educati)n, pr)m)ting gender equality and the emp)werment )f w)men, 
reducing child m)rtality, impr)ving maternal health, c)mbating HIV/AIDS, malaria and 
)ther diseases, ensuring envir)nmental sustainability and devel)ping a gl)bal 
partnership f)r devel)pment, are inclusive )f and accessible t) pers)ns with disabilities;

10. Emphasizes the imp)rtance )f the full participati)n and inclusi)n )f 
pers)ns with disabilities, including thr)ugh inf)rmati)n in accessible f)rmats at all 
levels )f p)licymaking and devel)pment, which is critical t) inf)rming p)licymakers 
)n the situati)n )f pers)ns with disabilities, the barriers they may face and ways t) 
)verc)me )bstacles t) the full and equal enX)yment )f their rights, t) the 
achievement )f the Millennium Devel)pment G)als f)r all, including pers)ns with 
disabilities, and t) their s)ci)-ec)n)mic advancement;

11. Enc"urages internati)nal c))perati)n in the implementati)n )f the 
Millennium Devel)pment G)als, including thr)ugh gl)bal partnerships f)r 
devel)pment, which are crucial f)r the realizati)n )f the G)als f)r all, in particular 
f)r pers)ns with disabilities;

12. Enc"urages G)vernments t) devel)p and accelerate the exchange )f 
inf)rmati)n, guidelines, standards, best practices, legislative measures and 
g)vernment p)licies regarding the situati)n )f pers)ns with disabilities and 
disability issues, in particular as they relate t) inclusi)n and accessibility;

13. Calls up"n G)vernments t) strengthen the c)llecti)n and c)mpilati)n )f 
nati)nal data and inf)rmati)n ab)ut the situati)n )f pers)ns with disabilities 
f)ll)wing existing guidelines )n disability statistics6 that are disaggregated by sex 
and age, which c)uld be used by G)vernments t) enable their devel)pment p)licy 
planning, m)nit)ring, evaluati)n and implementati)n t) be disability-sensitive, in 
particular in the realizati)n )f the Millennium Devel)pment G)als f)r pers)ns with 
disabilities, and invites G)vernments t) pr)vide, where available, relevant data and 
statistics t) the appr)priate mechanisms within the United Nati)ns system, including 
the Statistical C)mmissi)n;

14. Requests the United Nati)ns system t) facilitate technical assistance, within 
existing res)urces, including the pr)visi)n )f assistance f)r capacity-building and f)r 
the c)llecti)n and c)mpilati)n )f nati)nal and regi)nal data and statistics )n disability, 
in particular t) devel)ping c)untries, and in this regard requests the Secretary-General, 

_______________

6 Such as the Guidelines and Principles f"r the Devel"pment "f Disability Statistics
(ST/ESA/STAT/SER.Y/10 (United Nati)ns publicati)n, Sales N). E.01.fVII.15)) and the Principles and 
Rec"mmendati"ns f"r P"pulati"n and H"using Censuses (ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M/67/Rev.2 (United 
Nati)ns publicati)n, Sales N). E.07.VII.8)) and their updates.
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in acc)rdance with existing guidelines )n disability statistics, t) analyse, publish and 
disseminate disability data and statistics in future peri)dic rep)rts, as appr)priate, )n 
the realizati)n )f the Millennium Devel)pment G)als f)r pers)ns with disabilities;

15. Requests the Secretary-General:

(a) T) submit inf)rmati)n )n the implementati)n )f the present res)luti)n t) 
the General Assembly at its sixty-sixth sessi)n, with a view t) c)nvening, within 
existing res)urces, a high-level meeting at the sixty-seventh sessi)n )f the General 
Assembly )n strengthening eff)rts t) ensure accessibility f)r and inclusi)n )f 
pers)ns with disabilities in all aspects )f devel)pment eff)rts;

(b) T) pr)vide inf)rmati)n )n best practices at the internati)nal, regi)nal,
subregi)nal and nati)nal levels f)r including pers)ns with disabilities in all aspects 
)f devel)pment eff)rts; 

(c) T) submit during the sixty-seventh sessi)n )f the General Assembl y 
inf)rmati)n )n the pr)gress made t)wards the implementati)n )f pr)grammes and 
p)licies related t) pers)ns with disabilities within the framew)rk )f existing 
Millennium Devel)pment G)als, as well as )n their impact;

(d) T) c)ntinue t) impr)ve accessibility and full inclusi)n )f pers)ns with 
disabilities, within existing res)urces, thr)ugh, inter alia:

(i) Accessibility )f built envir)nments, especially the premises at United 
Nati)ns Headquarters;

(ii) Accessibility )f inf)rmati)n and services, including greater accessibility 
)f )fficial United Nati)ns d)cumentati)n and c)nferences, thr)ugh the use )f 
alternative f)rmats, such as sign language interpretati)n, capti)ning, Braille 
and easy-t)-use texts; 

(iii) Empl)yment )f pers)ns with disabilities within the United Nati)ns 
system, agencies, funds and pr)grammes as well as regi)nal )ffices;

(e) T) facilitate internati)nal c))perati)n in research and access t) scientific 
and technical kn)wledge and, as appr)priate, t) facilitate access t) and sharing )f 
accessible and assistive techn)l)gies, inter alia, thr)ugh the transfer )f techn)l)gies.

71st plenary meeting
21 December 2010


